
n p irtion ot the t"*0 PcStiCis hm re-*"* been mo
llti.Hia'ci ,.r .n Cut very demou-i ration, 1 tic

IVe-tein rt daring iijilajitr^, ol open not*-
"piUlity, trust I the o. a-ioa.And wV.cn they timm
the sword !* i« milter meter the ii;.hJC!»oe of (Mat
and iiM»ron hai. M«Jice.bui with a fertility of
expedients that is equal to rr..l'U; aM if they com
nut hctatc ide uiriet -ireti circuiaiitiiacwi. itisie looed
at Ico.sl t-i the gtu ic of manslaughter. When,
howt ver. i vev ah organauti*>a at a distance of a
Uw%s»:«l laitea from the Territory rendiug out
.too *h« go, not with fowiingpkcea or the ordin iry
nfto. w -onimen weapon* jf licence whi h they
vnight-ewe, but V.l giwnsr; with one uniform gou.
ttfcarge 'H title let me nt>t be told that they were gomg
the.*.' tor merely the innocent purpose re settling the
territory thcm-clveIt in evident they were goiug
there to drive ofl others, if it became' a create.-%
w hich toe Missouri " border rufiiuaas hey are

ssaded, newer anticipated. The crime of those wh>
are designated by ti.ai v une, if homicide shou'd b<-
committed, woidd be much nearer the charactc . of
manslaughter, whlet the blood shed by their op-
Bouenis would in ich nearer approach a mercenary
homicide.
Now, air, 1 suppose this contioveisy may be re¬

garded an a great ejectment case- perhaps iae
greatest that ever who ti io«i.to try the title of the
two different tectums to the public domain, the com¬
mon domain belonging to toe whole Union. I sup¬
pose the emigrant bid so. relies' settlers may bo re¬

garded an one party, and what they choose ta call
the 'border miliaria " the other party.cue the
the John Doe, the other the R chanl Roe, in tta«-
iawHuii. 1 urn perfectly willing that the suit th-J
be tried by junt ce and truth, and uot under the
heated dec mutation of gentlemen who intend to iu-
ttiune the public mind .»' their own section, witl it
regard to tlie dictated of the truth of history. Xuir,
what arc the facte in relation to this case ? Aa i

have them, from authentic sources, they are not such
-a* can give John Doe much credit.

in my opinion, Governor Recder will hive ti
answer more than any other human being, for the
Mood which will be shed.if any shall be sh"d.
tor he -occupied an important position to control
menu. 1 suppose none will doubt now that wiic-i
the Missouri line was adopted, it was deae by a mere
legi aiive power, and therefore could be wiped out
by the same competetit atrchorrtv. Missouri was ad¬
mitted against tuc consent of the North, as a body
but the South, in a spirt of compromise, agreed to

that line. Iiow has she been treated ? Sioee I have
been a member ot the S«Daie, no opportunity has
been offered when some Northern man has not, o:i
-the occasion of territory being acquired south of that
hue. made a motion to exclude the slaved older.
There has not been a single O' ca-vin, when the op¬
portunity has beeD presented, when they have not
violated the implied pledge contained in theofchga-
hons of that line. I ring it m tueir ears. If I h id
no other cause to wipe out the line, I could llnd it in
the fa-.-t that they hive not regarded it in good firth,
hut have violated their public honor and plighted
faith, as expressed on the statute book. When
Oregon was organized into a Territory, this
feeling so lar prevai'ed that it would not allow
Southern men to vo e for it, upon the ground, that
inasmuch as the Territory lay north of 3d 39, it
¦light I*? organized under the intendment of the
Missouri compromise.

Sir. you will remember the occurrence of the war
with Mexico. Day after any many of us went to the
War Department,expecting to hear, what many iij
hear, the dreadful results of battle to frends and re¬
latives. I suppose we may consider the war with
Mexico as having hetn fought to a certain extent to
acquire the territory which followed its termination
through the medium of negotiation. At that time,
when the South contributed as many men. and as
much money, lor the prosecution of the w.ita- the
North.the South-ending forth many more men .
did I uot hear a Senator from New York (Mr Dix)
rive in his place and say that he intended to main¬
tain the Wiiroot proviso on the ground mainly that
It would create a cordon of free Stales around the
Mavehoiding states, and with the assertion of the
enueiicr civilization of the free States ' Wis that
no violation of rhe Missouri compromise ;1 I put
it now fairly to tne men who speak in tnis heated
language, it territory wore to be acquired tomorr iw
wouid Miey not propose the same Wilmot proviso.'
Do they think that no violation of the Missouri conr-
promi-ei They claim positively all tuat wascon-
ceiied to them, and deny the benefit of its provisionr
to the South that made the concession. Now, 1 am
willing to propose a game of fair play. ]>et fhe
.pinion of the j>eople, o-s it may be formed in the
process of territorial existence, determin* the cha¬
racter of tt.e State, and whether the r-tate pre-n?at-
ing herself ter a»lmission shall admit or ex.dude
.lavery, be no bar to her admission.

Sir. that ¦: inipronise, as it has been called. 1ms
newr been observed. There never has been an op¬
portunity offend when those who cry oat aboat its
abrogation have cot been willing to violate its true
intenducnl. I say its true intendment, because
south of that line ft was always understood that
the people should have a right to hold slaves
or not. according to their own option. In re

gard to the Territory of Kansis. I think it
might well have been left a debatable ground.
¦either to call i? a slavenolding nor a non-dave-
holding .State. It was an occasion when we might
have cemented, in sume measure, the bonds of tire
ancient brotherhood; bu no, sir, we find th it gen¬
tlemen cerne in with the Bible in one hand to preach
against slavery, and the torch in the other. Tb.it is
the attitude in which taey present them-elver in
the temple of our common deliberations.the torch
in one hand and the Bible in the other.the pulpit
ard the rifie. Under the banner of theology,
incendiaries march, with torches in their hands,
proclaiming God's will, but doing their own.

I have stated one reason whv the Missouri line
shoulo have been disregarded by the Sou hern peo¬
ple. Now I go further, and I sav, in regard to the
lmmedi. te issue on which the President has made
the proclamation, he is justified. How was it brought
about ? I said before that Governor Reedev was re¬

sponsible for it. 1 say so now. By whaf authority
d Reeder go to Kansas ? He went there under

.uthority of a law regularly const, ting a
. corial government. He went there ta be
.yjverDor, and to carry out toe provisions

; ".it law. just as much as if the Missouri
i had not been repealed. Reeder received

commission as a tenant under a land-
3. and 1 have always said that it was one of the

iaest provisions of the common law that no tenant
MkOuld be allowed to dispute his landlord's title.
He was pi iced there as a sentinel; hut what was
his course? He first assembled the Legislature at
Pawnee City. They were not long there before
they adjourned to the Shawnee Mission. He re¬
fused to sanction the adjournment, and the very
.ret bill brought to him afterwards was one char¬
tering the Kickapoo Ferry Company, T think. He
refo'ed to sanction the bill, and refused to maintain
the authority which had been conferred on him,
and without which he wonld have been a criminal
intruder. As he was there under the color of la v,
he was in a position to do much evil or to do much
good. He was the trusted officer on the quar-er-
deck in a storm, and by his judgment might save
the ve«sel. He refused to continue with his trust,
and has given rise to a fearful trial.

Well, sir, when Reeder would not do his duty and
carry out the provisions of the law, what was
the President to do ? Remove him, of coarse.
When he was removed, what was the next step?
Thote who call themselves free fHate settlers, emi-

grants sent out by the aid societies, assembled at
ig Springs, and nominated as their Governor (per¬

haps I may be mistaken, as their delegate to Con¬
gress.) this man, who was in open rebellion to his
own authority.a man who had disputed the title
under which he entered the Territory. They not only
did that, but they instituted proceedings for estab¬
lishing a government to'invest themselves, under the
name of squatter sovereignty, with, I suppose, the
right of nsurpcrs. They had a second meeting at To-
peka and adopted a constitution in Convention, und
under that constitution elections have been held, and
a Governor, judges, and menders of the legisla¬
ture have been elected. That legislature was to
assemble yesterday. God knows what may be
the tragedy grow;ng out of the 4th of March,
1866. Sir, the news of what occurred in Kansas
on the 4th of March, 1856, may bring us the in¬
telligence which will !>e the knell of the institu¬
tions.I will not say of the Union.of tins country :
tor 1 hope there is wisdom enough left to preserve
republican institutions in darable fonn. sta i .Id the
present Union lie no more.
What waa the President to do under these circum¬

stances? W'ho brought about this catastrophe?
What is the attitude of these men? They have
taken the law into their own hands, and when they
did so they Implored I>avid R. Atchison for mercy,
and he saved them. Here I will do him the justice
to say that he has not heretolore passed the Rubicon
with the spirit of an ami ttious ruler; but if hereafter
he ever pa-ues that Rubicon, all his lienevolence.and
it is very large.will not enable him to overlook the
taunts and insults which have been heaped upon
him. If David R. Atchison shall ever pass the line
again, and say as Caesar did, " I have passed the
Bui icon, and now I draw the sword," I should
dread the contest, for the very reason that he
who goes into matters of this kind with reluct- <

ame is most to lie feared. Remember, sir, that
Hector, at the siege of Troy, was the last to
.smote the ca'we of one who had dooe dishonor to
Priam s house, and he was the last to desert it. ne
perished for the coward who got him into the diffi¬
culty. The proud patriot was averse to the quarrel
of effeminate PurLs.but once in. he was the lust to
yiel d np the honor of the bouse of Priam. Ml

Sir, wis subject enlarges itself very much in t ie
exaimation of gentlemen who have spoken upon it.
Labill use no epithets towards the Senator from
New Hampshire. I have thus far attempted to
avoid 'hem. I have chara< terized his speech, but I
have lined no epithets. The Senator from New
Hampshire undertakes to say that, throughout the
whole of the controversy In relation to the public do¬
main of the United State®, the South have isten the
tfgrtWrib " ScvtC'lii

on h.H M[H. Southern aggresniwo fionthern iuso-
lime ano dough face treason ou the part of his own
countrymen! both statement? are nntrue. 1 do not

,Jim Personal outnitb. I m ike the remark
in* hraiorieui ;:rni parliamentary debate, and lam
epenktng of <raorn tlons. I.e' the Senator an <wer me
tie que-tion. When Virglme ceded the NorlhwcV-
nu territory, >.ut of which Lve rec States have been
rfi'stri, was \x Southern wgiesiiia! 'Vheu she
pa.ttd with that domain. ana pave it over to the
DotcrJ^vvhoIdutg papulation of the North, was it
iratUthifiiRr'toiir She parted with her domain
a d l>e-tow»*.i it a a ho .nty upon those wno have
enjoyed it. I will not say who i fir; Cordelia or the

i. an in tin- isterh wd. but I co ii say who has been
tfo*? ! <ar It was .he Old Dominion. l.ittle did Vir¬
ginia think, wifea she planted those states by her
ovhi I'.md, dial they W'ulJ give rise to a e i;itwwwT
in which an opinion * wild be ini>ulcated by which
.-is >4ioi m be nenroaehed i< r her decripitxie. She
oati well say,

it -v «t-». pr? t'aaa i f-u: » too a It ia
1 '. r-fcVd b t£.*u»iW* chiJ<i!

Hostile al!ie-i hive availed theotseives of the power
tin:* acquired, and like co-kfttrice, are willing to

sting the bosom that gave them life. The nurseq
however, aie much worse than the children,
some ot whom I have reason to know are

true heirteii an.i are willing to maio'ain god
la to, imt fo:' the intermeddling of fanatical intla-
cn. e that retrain-; re tru nt oi law and . nii '- 't
Do vi a eail t -out rti aggi sioa l ibo n-ittth

then parted rith her power, and now it Ls regarded
as. intiimn agg ->loo when she resent.-1 tho in-mlts
of bus-- who have a -ailed themselves of it. it least,
thl mu .¦!> may ire i: -:y said.the fanatical portion
of tho North ar-:- wilhng to use til the advantage
thi... gi.cn to i>'.siiU the (; 'uthorn section.
Now, look it the acquisition ot the Territory of

Louisiana In--re the south agreed to exclude
herself from a.! th it po, tion it uorth of 36.leg.30
m.. and one t state, lawn, has been formed o it of
that portion o. the Territory. The Senator froiu
New Hampshire quoted the opinions of many
Senators, to the etlect that Kansas is not to be a
slave State. Sir, I do not know that it will be a
sdavehtiding State. I say, however, that, when
the southern portion of the United States parted
with that dominion vrliich we rightfully |>oseessed,
and allowed ourselves to be excluded from the
Louisiana territory, we played the part of a gen¬
erous parent, who hits only met with the scorn and
contempt which a want of wisdom justly deserves.
It was putting a rod in the hands ot others, without
knowing who they were, uuder the hooe that it
would he "-o 1 its c a capon of common defence, but
which h-. 11 e,;n used against the donor as a means of
contr fling his authority.
When ee obtained bahfornia, by whose treasure

and whose arms was it acquired? Sir. I will not
inii;. te the . sample ot the Senator from New Hamp-
ehiie. I w 11 not in my place allow myself to say
that it was not acquired by Northern as well ai by
Southern anus, ana by Nc-iinern as well as by .-juth-
ern. treasure. A protc.-t was made thai that
acquisition was to redound to the South. I t me
ask where the $300,000,000 which it is said have
been collected l'roa California, have been poured
oat? Like the dew of heaven, which arises in
one place and descends on another. I will not
say, in this connection, that I might embla¬
zon the tame and gallantry of Southern heroes
and generals. I might be as proud of the gal¬
lantry of my own section, as antiquity was of
the heroes ot Greece and of Rome, and the heroes
of Marathon. 1 will not refus? a common grave to
the gallant Ran-cin, and the equally gallant Dicker-
son, who fell in the same battle. I would not deny
to them the mingled wreath of the laurel and the cy¬
press. Sir, in the face of the truth of history, when
we have shed our blood in a common contest, and
when we acquired a terri'ory by common treasure,
what is the fact? Has it not been appropriated to
the non-slavcholJlng portion of this confederacy,
under a non-slaveholding constitution? That is
Southern aggTea-ion!
Did the honorable Senator from New Hampshire

think that he could satisfy any one who heard
him on these points? No, sir; but it looks as
if be intended to feed the flames which are horn¬
ing but which he, in his benevolence, ought *o ex¬
tinguish. The gravamen of his argument, however,
is, that Texes was annexed with a view to pander
to Southern insolence and pride. Now, I intend, in
that connection, to propound some questions
which those who agree with him will And
it very diflirult to swallow They fc .ve been
so much u-ed to eating dainty thingf. at the
North, that their stomachs ere not qciir strong
enough for the wholesome food which I mi ;bt offer
them, and which their sentimental stoma; js might
reject. 1 will pnt my questions, however, 11 the Se¬
nator from New Hampshire, for I am L etter ac¬
quainted with him, ami I suppose he is t! c organ,
and stands at the head of those who agree with him
in opinion. Would he consent that Texas should
have become a British province, with tha certaintythat England would place that province in the 3ame
condition as its West India islands, and with the
certainty that her policy would be to make war on
the institutions of Louisiana and other Southern
States ? Would betake the part of England in such
a controversy sooner than of those who have given
us our liberties and our rights ? Would he consent
that Great Britain should take possession ol Texas,
and make war, like a roaring lion seeking whom it
may devour among its neighbors ? Would he con¬
sent to that, on on acknowledged condition only that
it should not have slaves, and should be plfcdired to
make war on the institutions of the Southern States'
Would he agree to make war on his Southern con¬
federates on such conditions and through such
agencies ?
The next quc-tian which I have to propound on

that point is, whether they would consent that
Texas should up to this time have retained her
separate existence a* an independent republic upon
our borders, carrying on, in a commercial pdnt ot
view, a competition with ns, which would have re¬
dounded to tue advantage of the South; hecause, if
Texas had opened her ports under the doctrine of
free tiade, she would have conciliated her Southern-
neighbors both by propinquity, consanguinity, in
terest, and trade, and she would have had a right
to do it? The Noith would have suffered more byher separate existence than the South, because
they would have brought goods to Galveston, and-
when they got there all the rifles and the pulpits of the North could not prevent them from
going wherever the people chose to carry them.
I say nothing about smuggling. Let those do it
who are accustomed to it. I wish to make no in-
\idious distinctions: but I may remark that the
Yankee is a very keen ftdlow, and I think be is the
pioneer at bargain making and trade wherever
there is an oppoitunity.
The next question I put to the gentleman is,whether they would consent now to remit Texas to

her original condition, and let herasiume a separateexistence as a rival republic? Tney would do none
of these things if they would consult the public mindof their constituents. They might say so, but theywould be rebuked about as effectually as any publicmen could be rebuked whenever they appealed to
that judgment. These are hard questions I admit.
I ask them, would they agree that England should
take Texas and exclude slavery, or that Texas
should continue to lie a separate republic; or would
they expel her now from the Union if in their power?Why talk of these things when they do not intend
to do what they speak a!<oat? They would do no
such thing. They would not dare to daiL Btill they
resort to the safety valve of rhetoric to get rid of
these difficulties, and topour out its eflhsions on a
deluded constitnency. They make an tx parte mo¬
tion, and do notexpect a judgment on it.
Now, sir, I have disposed of most of the topicswhich have been introduced into this debate, and I

come to the main gravamen of the matter befOM nsfand that is, what rs the President t<> do supposethe so oalied Legislature assembled in Kansas on
the 4th of March, absolutely hoisting the banner of
treason, retie 11 ion and insurrection, what is the Pre¬
sident to dov t cod .»*, murh as the gent le¬
men to whom 1 allude denounoe the President, if he
should not interpose his peace making power in
Kansas, that Legislature will be opposed, and op¬posed by men as nrave as they are, with we lpona in
their hands, and the content will be decided by the
sword. If it was only to involve them, perhaps it
wonld not be of serious consequence; but the feeling
which they have engendered is pervadiocr the Re¬
public. I?ven in my own State I perceive ih t par¬
ties aie being formed to go to Kansas; adventurous
young men who will fight anybody. Sir, let me
caution you, do not hold ort to the youth of this
country a temptation to go into scenes of blood. If
you do this, ycra will commit the gravest of oil con¬
troversies on earth and the most importaut concerns
of society to the youth of the country, for they will
go there; and the cause of n republic may be decid¬
ed by the judgment of youthful impulse.

Will gentlemen tell mc that the President was
not to interpose and ssve them from snch a contest ?
Sir, he would be guilty of# criminal dereliction of
duty if he were not to interpose: for, by interposing,he can save them from the consequences of this is¬
sue. I do not advise him to fire the federal gun, ofwhich the Senator from New Hampshire spoke.God knows, as I have said, one drop of blood shed
in civil strife In th s country may not only dissolvethis Union, but may do worse. Hr, I h lve snch con¬
fidence in the good sense of the country, that 1 be¬
lieve republican institutions might survive the pre¬sent Union. Really it is broken al-eady, for the
spirit which cherished It has been extinguished, and
the very altars upon which we ought to worshiphave been profaned by false fires. I have been sc-
custoined only to loek at this Un: n to be preserved
by (.Lining the obMgat one of the federal con¬
stitution , and the honor of n acts, and as to
be maintained by the good faith of that old Puritan
school which formed the constitution, and did
not have quite as much sentimentality as some of
their successors. 1 do not say what kind of gucctg.
sors th< y are. Bir, the men of those days had a
hardy morality, which dealt with events as they

<. TI.ev find a wi'dntn which knov bow to a

tU.V'f W W.WfcatMV.", Uh> tl'd fi9t lift

tb< nmlVM fo high tint they raw more than others,
and sought ethereal regions because the earth was
toe good for them Bir, it is not the purest bird
v. liicB always reeks the highest regions of air. The
vulture, it is said, lives in the regions of eternal
snow, and yet it can descend from its ethereal
height to live on garbage below.
The President of the United States is under the

highest and men solemn obligations to interpose ;
and. if I were to indicate the manner in which he
should interpose in Kansas, I would point out the
old common law process. 1 would servo a
warrant on ritles, and if rifles did not an¬
swer the summons, and come into court on
a day certain, or it' they resisted the Sheriff, I
would summon the poaxe comitaiua, and I would
have Colonel Sumner's regiment to be part of
that pesst comitaiua. The men in Kansas may be
drlutfc-d. There may he good men among them- I
<lo not with for an outbreak. I think there are many
men among them who on reflection will give over
their delusions. I am not among those who hate
any man because he diflers from me; but I do des¬
pise those who arc willing to commit others to a
i ontest in which they themselves will escape the
consequences.
Mr. President, I shall not pursue this subject

further. I have reviewed what has been said so far
ss I thought proper to allnde to it, and now I con¬
clude with this remark.that if we are to be drifting
in this way into a dissolution of the Union, I would
lather that it should be dissolved to morrow.I weh
my words measured.in preference to living iu a
Union without the protection of a constitution whi'ii
gives me an equality. I should tell ray people so to¬
morrow. Yes, sir, the moment yon say this Urn >n is
not under the control, and the influence, and the
operative influence of the constitution of the country,
say to South Carolina, "Go out of the Uniou, an I

make arrangements with others to form such a go¬
vernment as yon can live in with honor and dignity."

THE ftEFLY OF liSSMHWETTS.

Speech ofHon. Charles Sumner, of .llnsn.liu-
MtU, in the Scuat* of the United States,
Atay i9, 1850.
Mr. President.You are now called to redress a

great transgression. Seldom in the hi -tory of
nations has such a question been presented Turifls,
army bills, navy bills, land bills, are important and
justly occupy your care; but these all belong to the
course of ordinary legislation. As means and in¬
struments only, they are necessarily subordinate to
the conservation of government itself. Grant them
or deny tbem, in greater or .ess degree, and you
will inflict no shock. The machinery of govern¬
ment will continue to move. The State will not
cease to exist Far otherwise is it with the eminent
question now before yon, involving,as it does, liberty
in a broad territory, and also involving the peace oi
the whole country with our good name in history
for evermore.
Take down your map, sir, and you will find

that the Territory ol' Kansas, more than any
other region, occupies the middle spot of
Noith America, equally distant from the At¬
lantic on the east, and the Pacific on t ie west; from
the frozen waters of Hudson's Bay on the north, and
the tepid gulf stream on the south, constituting the
vrecise territorial centre of the whole vast conti¬
nent. To such advantages of situation, on the very
highway between two oceans, are added a soil of un¬

surpassed richness, and a fascinating, undulating
beauty of surface, with a health-giving climate, cal¬
culated to nurture a powerful and generous people,worthy to be a central pivot of American institu¬
tions.
A few short months only have passed since this

spacious mediterranean country was open only to
the savage, who ran wild in its woods and irairics;
and now it has already drawn to its bosom a popu¬
lation of freemen larger than Athens crowded
within her historic gates, when ber sons, un¬
der Miltiades, won liberty for mankind on the
field of Marathon; more than Sparta contained
when she ruled Greece, and seat forth her devoted
children, quickened by a mother's benediction, to
return with their shields or on them; more thau
llome gathered on fcr seven hills, when, under her
kings, she commenced that sovereign sway which
afttrwards eaibraeed the whole earth; more than
London held, when, on the fields of Creesy and Agiu-
conrt, the English banner was carried victoriously
over the chivalrous hosts of France.
Against this Territory, thus fortunate in position

and population, a crime has been committed which
is without example in the records of the past. Not
in plundering provinces, nor in the cruelties of selfish
governors will you find its parallel, and yet there is
an ancient instance which may show at
least the path of justice. In the terrible im-

Eeacfcment by which the great Roman orator
as blasted through all time the name of

Verres, amidst charges of robbery and sacri¬
leges, the enormity which most aroused the
indignant voice ofhia accuser, and which still stands
fortli with strongest distinctness, arresting the sym¬
pathetic indignation of all who read the story," is,
that away in Sicily he had scourged a citizen of
Rome.that the cry." I am a Roman citizen,'' had
been interposed in vain against the lash of the
tyruni governor. Other charges were that lie had
carried away productions of art, and that he had
violated the sacred shrines.

It was in the presence of the Roman Senate tbat
this arraignment proceeded; in a temple of the Fonm
ainWbt crowds. such as no orator had ever before
drawn together.thronging the porticos and colon¬
nades, even clinging to the housetops and neigh¬
boring slopes.and under the anxious gaze of wit¬
nesses summoned from the scene of crime. But
an audience grander far.of higher dignity.
of more various people, and of wider intelli¬
gence.the countless multitude of succeeding gene¬
rations, in every land where eloqnence has been
studied or where the Roman name has been rec >g-
niseu.has listened to the accusation, and throbbed
with condemnation of the criminal.

Sir, speaking in an age of light, and in a land of
constitutional liberty, where the safeguards of elec¬
tions are jnstly placed among the highest triumphs
of civilization, 1 fearlessly assert that the wrongs of
much abused Sicily, thus memorable in history,
were small by the side of the wrongs of Kansas,
where the very shrines of popular institutions, more
sacred than any heathen altar, have been desecrated:
where the ballot box, more precious than any work
in ivory or marble from the cunning hand of art,has
been plundered: and where the cry " I am an Ame¬
rican citizen" has been interposed in vain against
outrage of every kind, even upon life itself. Are
you against sacrilege ? I present it for your cxecra.
tion. Are you against robbery? I hold it up to
your scorn. Are you for the protection of Ameri¬
can citizens ? I show you how their dearest rights
have been cloven down, while a tyrannical usur¬
pation has sought to install itself on their very
necks!

But the [wickedness which I now begin to
expose is immeasurably aggravated by the mo¬
tive which prompted it. Not in any common
lust for power did this uncommon tragedy
have its origin. It is the rape of a virgin Territory,
compelling it to the hateful embrace of slavery; and
it may l>e clearly traced to a depraved longing for a
new slave State, the hideouB offspring of such a
crime, in the hope of adding to the power of slaveryin the national government. Yes, sir, when the
whole world, alike Christian and Turk, is rising up
to condemn this wrong, and to make it a hissing to
the nations, here in our republic,force sir.ave, force
.has been openly employed in compelling Kansas to
the polution of slavery, all for the sake of political
power. There is a simple fact, which you mil vain¬
ly attempt to deny, but which in itself presents an
essential wickedness that makes other public crimes
seem like public virtues.
But this enormity, vast beyond comparison, swells

to dimensions of wickedness which tne imagination
toils in Wun to grasp, when it fe understood that for
un*i purpose are hazarded the horrors of intestine
u n,u "nlv 'n this distant Territory, but every¬where throughout.the country. Already the masterhas begun. The strut- u>»« u.naer local, but nation¬al. Even now, while I speak, portents hang ou *11

the arrhes of the horizon, threatening to darken the
biyad land, which already yawns with the matter¬
ing* of civil war.
The fury of the propagandists of slavery, and

the calm deteimination of their opponents, are now
diffused from the distant territory over wide-spreadccmmnnitieB, and the whole conntry, in all its ex¬
tent.marshalling hostile divisions, and foreshadow¬
ing a strife which, unless happily averted by the
triumph of freedom, will become war -fratricidal,
Earricidnl war.with an accumulated wickedness
eyond the wickedness of any war in human an¬

nals; j nstly provoking the avenging judgment of
Providence and the avenging pen of historv. and
constituting a strife, in the language of the ancient
writer, more than foreign, more than social, mc g
than civil; bnt something compounded of all these
strifes, and in itself more than war; sed potius com¬
mune nuoddam ex omnibus tt plus quam helium.
Buch is the crime which you are to judge. But

the criminal also must be dragged into day, that
yon may sec and measuie the power by which all
this wrong is sustained. From no common source
could it proceed. In its perpetration was needed a
spirit of vaulting ambition which would hesitate at
nothing: a hardihood of purpose which was insen
sibletothe judgment of mankind; a madness for
slavery which should disregard the constitution, the
laws, and all the great examples of our history; al¬
so a consciousness of power such as come- from the
halHt of power; a combination of energies found onlyin « hundred arms directed by a hundred eyes; a
control of public epinion, through venal pens and
a prostituted press; an ability to subsidize crowds
in eveiy vocation of life.the politician with his
local importance, the lawyer with his subtle tongue,
ai d even the authority or the indgc on the bench}and a familiar u-« of nun in places high and low,
-o th.it none, from the President to the lowest bor¬
der postmaster, should decline to be it- too!; all
there things and more were needed; and they were

the ft^ve vi ew p-i-u

sir. eland* the criminal.all unmasked before you.hearth tsii, grasping and tyranmoat. with an auda¬
city beyond that of Verrtc, a subtlety beyond tbit
of jfevDiavd, n meanness beyond tnat of Bacon,
and an ability beyond that of Hastings. Justice to
Kansas mnle secured only by tbe probation of
this influencefor this is the power behind greater
than any President.which succors and sustains the
crinie. Nay, the proceedings I now arraign derive
tbeir fearful consequence only from thiB connection.

In now opening this great mutter, 1 am not insen¬
sible to the austere demands of tbe occacion; but
tbe dependence of the crime aguirst Kansas upontbe ilave power is so peculiar and important that I
trust to be pardoned while I impress it by an illustra¬
tion, w hich to some may seein trivial. It is related in
Northern mythology that the god of Force, visiting
an enebantid rcgiou, was challenged by his royal en¬tertainer to what seemed a humble feat of strength,merely, sir, to lift a cat from the ground. The god
smiled at the challenge, and, calmly placing his
bund under the belly of tbe animal, witn superhu¬
man strength, strove, while the back of the feline
muDster arched far upwards, even beyond reach,
and one paw actaally forsook the earth, nntil at last
the discomfitted divinity desisted; bat he was little
surprised at bis d* leat w^en be learned that this
creatnre, which seemed tobcacataud nothing more,
was not mtieiy a cat, but that it belonged to and
was a part of the great teirestriil serpent which, (n
its innumerable folds, encircled the whole globe.
Even so the creature whose paws uie now fastened
upon Kansas, whatever it may seem to he, consti¬
tutes in reality a part of the slave power, which,
with loathsome folds, is now coiled about tbe whole
land. Thus do I expose the extent of the present
contest, where we encounter not merely local resis¬
tance, bat also the nnconqncroi, sustaining arm be¬
hind. But out of the vastness of the crime attempt¬
ed, with all its woe and shame, I derive a well
founded assurance of a commensurate vastness of
effort against It by the aroused masses of the coun¬
try, determined not only to vindicate right against
wrong, but to redeem the republic from the thral¬
dom of that oligarchy which prompts, directs and
concentiates the distant wrong.
Such is tbe crime and such tbe criminal which it

is my duty in this debate to expose, and, by the
blessing of God, this duty shall be done completely
to the end. But this will not be enough. The apo¬
logies which, with strange hardihood, have been of¬
fered for the crime, must be brushed away, so that
it shall staiid forth without a single rag or ng leaf to
cover its vileness. And, finally, the true remedy
mnst be shown. Tbe subject is complex in its rela¬
tions as it is transcendent in importance; and yet, if
1 am honored by your attention, 1 hupe to exhibit it
clearly in all its parts, while I conduct you to the
inevitable conclusion that Kansas must be admitted,
at once, with her present constitution, as a State of
this Union, and give a new star to the bine field of
our national flag.
And here 1 derive satisfaction from the thought

that the cause is so strong in itself as to bear even
the infirmities of its advocates; nor can it require
anything beyond that simplicity of treatment and
moderation of manner which 1 dc-bc to cultivate.
Its true character is 6nch tbut, like Hercules, it will
conquer just as scon as it is recognised.
My task will be divided under three different

heads; first, tbe crinie against Kansas, in its origin
and extent; secondly, the apologies for the crime:
and thirdly, the true remedy.

But, before entering upon the argument, 1 must
say something of a general character, particularlyin response to what has fallen from Senators who
have raised themselves to eminence on this floor in
championship of human wrongs; I mean the Sena¬
tor from South Carolina (Mr. Butler) and the Sena¬
tor from Illinois (Mr. Douglas), who, though unlike
as Don Quixote and Sancho Panza, yet, like this
couple, sally forth together in the same cause. The
Senator from South Carolina has read many books
of chivalry, and believes himself a chivalrous
knight, with sentiments of honor and courage. Of
course he has chosen a mistress to whom he has made
his vows, and who, though ugly to others, is alw iyslovely to him; though polluted in the Bight of the
world, is chaste in his fight.I mean the harlot,
slavery. For her his tongue is always profuse in
words Let ber be impeached in character, or any
proposition made to shut her out from the extension
of ntr wantonness, and no extravagance of manner
or hardihood of assertion Is tnen too great for this
Senatcr. The frenzy of Don Quixote In behalf of his
wench, Dulcinca del Toboso, is all surpassed. The
asserted rights of slavery, which shock equality of
all kinds, are cloaked by a fantastic cls;m of equali¬
ty. If the Blave Stutes cannot enjoy what, in mock¬
ery of the great fathers of the republic, he misnames
eqnality under the constitution.in other words, the
full power of tbe national Territories to compel fellow-
men to unpaid toil, to separate husband and wife,
and to sell little children at the auction block.then.
sir, the chivalric Senator will conduct the State of
South Carolina out of the Union! Heroic knight!Exalted Senator! A second Moses come for a se¬
cond exodus!
But not content with this poor menace, which we

have been twice told was " measured," the Senator,
in the unrestrained chivalry of his nature, has un¬
dertaken to apply opprobrious words to those who dif¬
fer from him on this floor. He calls them " sectional
and fanatical;" and opposition to the usurpation in
Kansas he denounces as " an uncalculating fanati¬
cism." To he sure, these charges lack all grace of
originality and all sentiment ot truth; but the ad¬
venturous Senator does not hesitate. He is the un¬
compromising, unblushing representative on this
floor of a flagrant sectionalism, which now domi¬
neers over the republic, aud yet with a ludicrous ig¬
norance of his own position.unable to sec himself
as others see him.or with an effrontery which even
his white bead Ought not to protect from rebuke, he
applies to those here who resist his sectionalism the
very epithet which designates himself. The men who
strive to bring back the gove nment to its original
policy, when freedom and not slavery was
national, while slavery and not freedom was
sectional, he arraigns as sectional. This will not
do. It involves too great a perversion of terms. I
tell that Senator, that it was himself, and to the
"organization" of which he is the "committed advo¬
cate," that this epithet belongs. I now fasten it
npon them. For myself, I care little for names;
but since the question has been raised here, I affirm
that the republic an party of the Union is in no just
sense sectional, hut, more than any other party, na¬
tional: and that it now goes forth to dislodge from
the bigb places of the government the tyrannical
sectionalism of which the Senator from Soutu Caro¬
lina is one of the madest zealots.
To the charge of fanaticism I also reply. Sir,

fanaticism is found in an enthusiasm or exaggera¬
tion of opiuion, particularly on religious subjects;
but there may le a fanaticism for evil as well as for
good. Now,*I will not deny that there are persons
among us loviDg liberty too well for their personalgood,In a selflsli generation. Such there may be,
and, for the sake of their example, would that there
were more. In calling them "fanatics," you
cast contumely upon the noble army of mar¬
tyrs, from the earliest day down to this hour;
upon the greet tributes of human rightss by
wnom life, liberty and happiness, ou earth,
have been secured; upon the long line of do-
voted patriots, who, throughout history, have
truly loved their country: and upon all who,
in noble aspirations for tne general good, and in
forgetfhlness of self, have stood out before their age,
and gathered into their generous bosoms the shaft*
of tyranny and wrong, in order to make a pathwayfor truth. You discredit Lather, when alone he
nailed his artirles to the door of the church at Wit¬
tenberg, and then, to the imperial demand that he
should retract, firmly replied, "Here I stand; I
cannot do otherwise, so help me God 1" You dis¬
credit Hampton, when alone he refused to pay the
few shillings of ship money, and shook the 1 iirone
of Charles I.: you discredit Milton, when, amidst
the corruptions of a heartless court, he lived ou,
the lofty friend of liberty, above question or sus¬
picion; you discredit Russell and Sidney, when, for
the sake of their country, they calmly tamed from
family and friends to tread the narrow steps of the
scaflold ; jou discredit the early founders of Ame¬
rican Institutions who nrcferred the hardships of a
ftuuiu uc«p, rorroundea by ft s&vage foo, to injusticeon beds of ease; you discredit oui la'.or fathom,
who, few in nnmhers and weak in resources, yetBtrong in their cause, Aid not hesitate to brave the
mighty power of England, already encircling the
globe with her morning drum-beats. Yes, sir, of
such are the fanatics of history, according to the
Senator. But I tell that Senator that there are
characters badly eminent, of whose fanaticism
there can be no question. Such were the ancient
Egyptians, who worshipped divinities in brutish
tonnR; the Druids, who darkened the forests of oak,
in which they lived, by sacrifices of blood; the
Mexicans, who surrendered countless victims to the
propitiation of their obscene idols; the Spaniardswho, under Alva, sought to force the Inquisition
upon Holland by a tyranny kindred to that now em¬
ployed to force slavery upon Kansas; and such were
the Algerines, when in solemn conclave, after lis¬
tening to a speech not unlike that of the Senator
from South Carolina, they resolved to continue the
slavery of white Christians and to extend it to the
countrymen of Washington. Aye, sir, extend it.
And in this same dreary catalogue faithful historymust record all who now, in an enlightened age and
in a land of boasted freedom, stand up in perveHon
of the constitution and In denial of immortal truth,
to fasten a new shackle upon their fellow man. If
the Senator wishes to see fanatics let hirn look round
among his own associates.let him look at himself.

But I have not done with the Senator. There is
another matter regarded by hiin of such conse¬
quence that he interpolated it into the speechof the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr.
Hale,) and also announced that he had pre¬pared himself with it, to tnko in his pocket
all the way to Boston, when he expected to
address the people of that community. On this
account, and for the sake of truth, 1 stop for one
moment, and tread it to the earth. The North, ac¬
cording to the Senator, was engaged in the slave
trade, and helped to introduce slaves into the Sooth¬
er r/fttcj IhJij jURj^c.'ablc fuvt he proposed to

ettaMlsh by statistics, in stating wMch hla errors
surpassed bin sentences in numl>er. But 1 let these
j am for the present that 1 may de*l with hla argu¬
ment. Pray, iir. is the acknowledged turpitude or a
departed generation to become an example for as?
Ai d y< t the suggestion of the Senator, if entitled to
an.y consideration in this di cushion, must have this
. xttnt. 1 join my friend from New Hampshire In
thanking the Senator tiom South Carolina for ad¬
ducing this ii stance. for it gives me an opportunity
to say ilut the Northern merchants, with homes in
Boston, Bristol. Newpoit, New York and Philadel¬
phia, who cateicd for slavery during the years of
the Gave trade, are the lineal progenitors of North-
em men, with homes in these places, who lend them¬
selves to slaveiy in <ur day; and especially that
all, whether North cr South, who take part, di¬
rectly or irdirectly, in the conspiracy against Kan¬
sas, do but continue the work of the Blave
traders, which you condemn. It is true, too
true,alas! that our fathers were engaged iu this
traffic; but that is no apology for it. And in
repelling the authority of this example, I repel also
the trite argument founded on the earlier example
of England, it is true that our mother country, at
the peace of Utrecht, extorted from Spain the Assi-
ento Contract, securing the monopoly ol the slave
trade with the Spanish Colonies, as the whole price
of all the llcod ot gnat victories; that she higgled

la-Chapelle for another lease of this exclusiveat Aix
raflic; and again, at the treaty of Madrid, clung to
he wretched piracy. It is true, that in this spirit,
ho power of the mother country was prostituted to
he same base ends in her American Colonies,
against indignant protests from our fathers. All
mere things" now rise up in judgment against her.
Let us net lallow the Senator from South Carolina
to do the very evil to-day which in another gene-
i ation we condemn.
As the Senator frcm South Caiolina is the Don

Onixote, the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Douglas is)the squire of slavery, its very Sauclio Panza, ready
to do all its humiliating offices. This Senator, in his
labored address, vindicating his labored report.
piling one mass of elaborate error upon another
mass- constrained himself, as you will remember,
to unfamiliar decencies of speech. Of that uddress
I have nothing to say at this moment, though
before I sit down I shall show something of
its fallacies. But I go back now to an earlier
occasion, when, true to bis native impulses, he
threw into this discussion, " for a charm of power¬ful trouble," personalities most discreditable to this
body. I will not stop to repel the imputationswhich he cast npon myself; but I mention them to
remind you of the " sweltered venom slscplng got,"
which, with other poisoned ingredients, he cast into
the cauldron of this debate. Of other things I speak.
Standing on this floor, the Senator issued nis re¬
script, requiring submission to the usurped power of
Kansas; and this was accompanied by a manner.
all his cwn-such as befits the tyrannical threat.
Very well. Let the Senator try. I tell him now
that he < annot enforce any such submission. The
SeEi.tor, w ith the slave power at his back, is strong;bnt he is not strong enough for this purpose. He is
bold. He shrinks fiom nothing. Like Danton, he
may cry, " /'audact! I'audace! toujours I'audace!"1
hut even his audacity cannot compass this work.
The Senator copies the British officer, who, with
boaFtful swagger, Faid that with the hilt of his sword
he would cram th; "stamps" down the throats of
the American people, and he will meet a similar
failure. He may convulse this country with civil
fend. Like the ancient madman, he may set fire to
this vast temple of constitutional liberty, granderthan the Epncsian dome; bnt he cannot enforce
obedience to that tyrannical usurpation.The Senator dreams that he can snbdue the
Noith. He disclaims the open threat, but his con¬
duct still implies it. How little that Senator knows
himself or ine strength of the cause which he per¬secutes! He is bnt a mortal man; against him is an
in mortal principle. With finite power he wrestles
with the infinite, and he must fall. Against hiai
aie stronger battalions tlmn any marshaled by mor¬
tal arm.the inborn, ineradicable, invincible senti¬
ments of the human heart; against him ir nature in
all her subtle forces; against him is God. Let him
try to subdue these.
But 1 pass frcm these things, which, though be¬

longing to the very heart of the discussion, are yetpreliminary in character, and press at once to the
main question.

1. It belongs to me now, in the first place, to ex¬
pose the erne against Kansas, in its origin and ex¬
tent. Logically, this iB the beginning of the argu¬
ment. I say crime, and deliberately adopt this
stiongest teim,BB better than any other denotingthe consummate transgression. I would go further,
if language could further go. It is the crime of
crimes.surpassing far the old crimen majea-
tatin, pursued with vengeance by the laws of
Rome, and containing all the crimes, as the
greater contains the less. 1 do not go too far
when T call it the cifrme against nature, mom which
the soul recoils, and which language refuses to
describe. To lay bare tlJaenormity, Inow proceed.The whole subject has already become a twice told
ale, aLd its renewed recital will be a renewal of its
orrow and shame; but I shall not hesitate to enter
upon it The occasion requires it from the begin¬
ning.

It has been well remarked by a distinguished his¬
torian of our country, that, at the Ithuriel touch of
he Missouri discussion, the slave interest hitherto
hardly recognised as a distinct element in our sys¬
tem, staited np portentious and dilated, with threats
and assumptions, which are the origin of oar exist¬
ing national politics. This was in 1820. The dis¬
cussion ended with the admission of Missouri as a
slavelolding State, and the prohibition of slaveryin all the remaining teiritcry west of the Mississippi,and north of 36 degrees 30 minutes, leaving the con¬
dition of other territories south of this line, or sub¬
sequently acquired, untouched by the arrangement.
Here was a solemn act of legislation, called at the
time a compromise, a covenant, a compact, first
brought forward in this body by a slaveholder.vin¬
dicated by slaveholders in debate.finally sanctioned
by slaveholdiDg votes.also upheld at the time by the
essentia] approbation of a slaveholding President,
James Monroe, and his Cabinet, of whom a majority
were slaveholders,including Mr.Calhoun himself: and
this compromise was made the condition of the admis-
sign of Missouri, without which that State could not
have been received into the Union. The bargain was

simple, and was applicable, of course, only to the
territory named. Leaving all the other territory to
await the judgment of another generation, the
Bouth said to ihe North, conquer your prejudices
so far as to admit Missouri as a slave State, and, in
consideration of this much coveted boon, slaveryshall be prohibited for ever in ail the remainingLouisiana Teiritory above 36 deg. 30 mhi.; and the
North yielded.

In total disregard of history, the President, in
his annual message, has told us that this compro¬mise "was reluctantly acquiesced in by the South¬
ern States." Just the contrary is true. It was the
woik of slaveholders, and was crowded by tbeir
concurring votes upon a reluctant North. At the
time it was hailed by slaveholders as a victory.
Cliarles Pinckney, of South Carolina, in an oft-
quctcd letter, written at three o'clock on the night
of its passage, says, "It is considered here by the
slaveholding States as a great triumph." At the
North it was accepted as a defeat, and the friends
of freedom everywhere throughout the country
bowed their heads with mortification. But little
did they know the completeness of their disaster.
Little did they dream that the prohibitionbf slavery
in the Territory, which was stipulated as the price
of their fatal capitulation, would also at the very
moment of its maturity be wrested fnm thm.
Time passed, and it became necessary to providefor this Territory an organized government. Sud¬

denly, without notice in the public press, or the
prayer of a single petition, or one word of public
recommendation from the President.after an ac¬
quiescence of thirty-three years, and the irreclaim¬
able possession by the South of its special share
under thm compromise.in violation of every obliga¬
tion of honor, compact, and good neighborhood.
and in contemptuous disregard of the out-gushing
sentiments of an aroused North, this time-honored
prohibition, in itselt a landmark of freedom, was
overturned, and the vast region now known as Kan-
coo and KoltaeKa naa opened to slavery. It WIS
natarai that a measure thus repugnant in character
should be pressed by arguments mutually repug¬nant. It was urged on two principal reasons, so op¬posite and inconsistent as to slap each other in Ihc
race.one be'ug that, by the repeal of the prohibi¬tion, the Territory would l»e left open to the entry of
laveholders with their slaves, without hindrance;
and the other being, that the people would be left
absolutely free to determine the question for them¬
selves, and to prohibit the entry of slaveholders
with tbeir slaves if they should think best.
With sor.e, the apology was the allodged rightsof slaveholders; witb others, it was the allegedrights of the people. With some, it was openly the
extension of slavery; and with others, it was onealythe establishment of freedom under the guise of

aular sovereignty. Of course, the measure thus
eld, in defiance of reason, was carried through

Congress in defiance of all the securities of legists
tinn; and I mention these things that you may
see in what foulness the present crime was engen¬dered.

It was carried, first, by whipping in to its support,
through executive influence and patronage, men
who acted against their own declared judgment and
the known will of their constituents. Secondly', by
foisting out of place, both in the Senate and House
of Representatives, important business, long pend¬
ing, and usurping its room. Thirdly, by trampling
under foot, the rules of the House of Representatives,
always before the safeguard of the minority. And,
fourthly, r>v driving it to a close during the very
session in which it originated, so that it might not
be airested by the indignant voice of the people.
Such are seme of the means by which this sn p-
juilgnent was obtained. If the clear will of the
people liud not been disregarded, it could not have
pasted. If it had been left to its natural place
in the oider of business, nt could not have
pasred. If the rules of the House and the
rights of the minority had not been violated

it could not have passed. If it had been allowed to
go over to another Congress, when the people might
be heard, it would have ended; and then the crime
we now deplore, would have been without its first
seminal life-
Mr. President, I mean to keep absolutely within

the limits of parliamentary propriety. I make no
personal imputations; but only with franknesa, such
as belongs to the occasion and my own character,
describe a great historical act, wbieh is now en¬
rolled in the Capitol. Sir, the Nebraska bill was is
every respect a swindle. It was a swindle by the
Boutli of tlie North. It was, on the part of those
who had already completely enjoyed their share ot
the Missouri compromise, a swindle of those whose
share was yet absolutely untouched; and the plea of
unconstitutionality set up.like the plea of osuryi
after the borrowed money has been enjoyed.did
not make it less a swindle. Urged as a bill of peace,
It was a swindle of tbe whole country. Urged aa
opening the dnors to -lave masters with their slaves,
it was a swindle of the usserted doctrine of popular
sovereignty. Urgei as sanctioning popular sove¬
reignty, it was a swindle of the asserted rights of
slave masters. It was a swindle of a broad territory,
thus cheated of protection against "wlavery. rt
was a swindle of a great cause, early espoused by
Washington, Fianklin ai.d Jefferson, surrounded by
the best fathers of the republic. Sir, it was a swin¬
dle of God-given inalienable rights. Turn it over;
look at it on all sides, and it is every where a swindle;
nd, if the word 1 now employ bus not the authority
f classical usage, it has, on this occasion, the indu-
itable authority of fltneBs. No other wor] will

t dequately express the mingled meanness and wick-
dness of the cheat.
Its character was still further apparent in the ge-

neral structure of the bill. Amidst overflowing pro¬
fessions of regard for the sovereignty of the peoplein the Territory, they were despoiled of every es¬
sential privilege of sovereignty. They were not al¬
lowed to choose their Governor, Secretary, Chief
Justice, Associate Justices, Attorney, or Marshal-
all of whom are sent from Washington; nor were
they allowed to regulate the salaries of any of these
functionaries, or the daily allowance of the legisla¬tive body, or even the pa^ of the clerks and door*-
keepers-" but they were "left free to adopt slavery^
Ana this was called popular sovereignty. Time does
not allow, uor does the occasion require, that I should
stop to dwell on this transparent .device to cover a
tranecendant wrong. Suffine it to say, that slaveryis in itself an arrogant denial of human rights,and by no human reason can the power to
establish sach a wrong be placed among the
attributes of any just sovereignty. In refus¬
ing it such a place, I do not deny popularrights, but uphold them; I do not restrain popularrights, but extend them. And, sir, to this conclusion;
you most yet come, unless deaf, not only to the ad¬
monitions of political justice, bat also to the genioa
of our own constitution, under which, when properlyinterpreted, no valid claim for slavery con be set np
anyw here in the national tei ritory. The Senator
from Michigan (Mr. Cass) may say, in response to
the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. ~Brown) that
slavery cannot go into the Territory under the con¬
stitution, without legislative introduction; and per¬mit me to add, in response to both, that slavery can¬
not go theie at all. Nothing can come ontof no¬
thing; and there is absolutely nothing in the con¬
stitution out of which slavery can be derived, while
there are provisions, which, when properly inter¬
preted, make its existence anywhere within the ex¬
clusive national jurisdiction impossible.
The offensive provision in the bill was in its forn*

a legislative anomaly, utterly wanting the natural
directness and simplicity of an honest transac¬
tion. It did not undertake openly to repeal the
old prohibition ol slavery, but seemed to mince the
matter, as it conscious of the swindle. It is said that
this prohibition, " being inconsistent with the prin¬
ciple of non-intervention by Congress with slaveryin the States and Territories, as recognised by the
legislation of lt-50, commonly called tire Compro¬
mise measures, iB hereby declared inoperative and
void." Thus, with insidious ostentation, was it pre¬tended that an act, violating the greatest compro
mise of onr legislative history, and setting loose tire
foundations of all comprombe, was derived out of .
compromise. Then followed in the bill the further
declaration, which is entirely without precedent,
and which has been aptly called, "a stomp speech;
in its belly,"namely: "it being the true intent and
meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any
Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, bat
to leave the people thereofperfectly free to form and
regulate their domestic Institutions in their owne
way, subject only to the constitution of the United
States." Here were smooth words, such as belongs
to a canning tongue enlisted in a bad cause But
whatever may have beeu their various hidden mean¬
ings, this at least was evident, that.Jby their effect,
the Congressional prohibition of slavery, which had
already been regarded as a seven-fold shield, cov¬
ering the whole Louisiana Territory north: >

of 36 degrees 30 minutes, warn.now removed,
while a principle was declare* which would
euder tne supplementary probation ot
lavery in Minnesota, Oregon and wVashing-
on "inoperative and void,' and thus operr
o slavery all these vast regions, now
he rude cradles of mighty States..
Here you see the magnitude of the mischief contem-
lateu. but my purpose now is with the crima
gainst Kansas, and 1 shall not stop to expose the
onspiracy beyond.
Mr. Preadent, men are wisely presumed to intend

he natural consequences of tnefr conduct, and tor
seek what their acts seem to promote. Now, the
Nebraska bill, on its very face, openly cleared the
way for slavery, and it is not wrong topresnme that
its originators intended the natural consequences oC
such an act, and sought in this way to extend slave¬
ry. Of course they did. And this is the first stage
in the crime against Kansas.

lint this was speedily followed by other develope-
ments. The bnrefaceu scheme was soon whispered
that Kansas must be a slave State. In conformitywith this idea was the government of this unhappy
Territory organized in all its departments; and thua
did the President, by whose complicity the prohibi¬
tion of slavery had been overthrown, lend himself;
to a new complicity, giving to the conspirators a
lease of connivance, amointing even to copartner¬ship. The Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, As¬
sociate Justices, Attorney and Marshal, with a whole
caucus of othes stipendaries, nominated 1i by the Presi¬
dent and confirmed by the Senate, were all commends
ed as friendly to slavery. No man, with the senti*
meats of Washington, or Jefferson, or Franklin*
found any favor; nor is it too much to say,that,had these great patriots once more come among as,
not one of them, with his recorded, anretracted
opinions on slavery, conld have been nominated by
the President or confirmed by the Senate for any
post in that Territory. With snch auspices the con¬
spiracy proceeded. Even in advance of the Nebras¬
ka bill secret societies were organized in Missouri,
ostensibly ,to j>rot.ect her institutions, and < after¬
wards, underlie name of " Self-Defensive Associa¬
tions," and of ''-Blue Lodges," these were multiplied
throughout the Western counties of that State, be¬
fore any oeuntor movement from the North. It waa
confidently anticipated that, by the activity ofthese
societies and the interest of slaveholders everywhere,with the advantages derived from the neighborhood
of Missouri, and tin influence of the Territorial go¬
vernment. slavery might be introduced into Kansas,
quietly bnt surely, without arousing a conflict.that
the crocodile egg might be stealthily dropped in the
sun-burnt soil, there to be hatched unobserved until
it sent forth its reptile monster.
But the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked. The

debate which convulsed Congress had stirred the
whole country. Attention from all sides wm directed
upon Kansas', which at once became the favorite goat
of emigration. The bill had loudly declared that Ha
object was "to leave the people perfectly free to fornr
and regulate their domestic institutions in their ora
way;" and its supporters everywhere challenged the
determination of the question between freedom and!
slavery by a competition of emigration. Thns, while
opening the Territory to Blavery, the bill also open¬
ed it to emigrants from every quarter, who might
bv their votes redress the wrong. The populous
North, stung by a sharp sense or outrage, and in¬
spired by a noble cause, poured into the debatable
land, and promised soon to establish a supremacy of
numbers there, involving, of coutse, a just suprema¬
cy of freedom.
Then was conceiv J the consummation of the

crime against Kansas. What could not be accom¬
plished peaceably, was to be accomplished forcibly.
The reptile monster that could not be quietly and
securely hatched there was to Vie pushed full grown
into the Territory. All efforts were now given to
the dismal work of forcing slavery on free soil. In
flagrant derogation of the very popular sovereignty
whose name helped to impose this bill upon th's
country, tbe atrocious obiect was now distinctly
avowed. And the avowal has been followed up J(y
the ac t. Slavery has iicen forcibly introduced into
Kansas, and placed under the formal safeguards of
pretended law. How this was done, belongs to tbo
argument.
Tn depicting this consummation, the simplest out¬

line, without one word of color, will lie best.
Whether regarded iu its mass or its details, in its
origin or its results, it is all blackened, illumined
by nothing from itself, bat only by the heroism of
the undaunted men and women whom it environed.
A plain statement of facts will bo a picture of fear¬
ful truth, which faithful history will preserve in its
darkest gallery. In the foreground all will recog¬nize a familiar character, In himself a connecting
link between the President and the border ruffian.
less conspicuous for ability than for the exalted
place he u.rs occupied.'who once sat in the seat
where you now sit, sir.where once sat John Adams
and Thomas Jcflerson; also, where once sat Aaron
Burr. I need uot ndd the name of David R. Atchi¬
son. Y( n have not forgotten that, at the session of

m immediately succeeding the Nebraska
bill,ot came tardily'to his duty here, and then,
altera short time, disappeared. Thj secret his
been long since disclosed. Like Catiline, he stalked
into this chamber reeking with conspiracy.inmo
in Sinnlnm vtnii.and then,like Catiline,he skulke.l

.abut, meruit, ttatil, tnpit. to /oin ant


